
4-H Promotion Expansion Committee Meeting 

Belle Fourche, AmericInn 

May 1, 2018 

Members in Attendance: 

 Michelle May, Richard Sleep, Tom Smith, Matthew Marrs, Renee McAmis, Karrol Herman, Cindy 

Riley. 

I. Meeting was called to order by Michelle May at 6:30 pm  

II. Minutes from the January 2, 2018 meeting were handed out and read throughout the 

meeting.  

III. Building Updates 

A. Michelle and Bill Eastman went to the Roosevelt School building for a tour and to 

talk to the owner. While the building holds possibilities there would be a 

tremendous amount of work to be done.  

B. Michelle talked about the Meade County building and the online fundraising results 

for them has been good. They have raised over $30,000 by selling online.  

C. Land currently owned by Rick Furnish is situated between Belle and Spearfish. The 

land is for sale for $400,000. There was concern about proximity with it being closer 

to Spearfish. Along with this land there is land near where the new hospital will be 

build, also owned by Rick Furnish. It was brought up that waiting until the hospital is 

in the process, we may be further ahead to wait on that piece until the hospital is 

done with zoning and planning.  The committee was asked to watch for possible 

properties for our purpose. 

D. Tom Smith reported that while he would like to see Butte/Lawrence find a building 

it appears that they may have an answer for the Lawrence County Sharp Shooters. 

Sturgis Gun Shop owners are interested in building that would suit the needs of 

Shooting Sports. They have asked for dimensions needed and are building 

accordingly.  Tom went on to say that conditions at Crowley’s are sometimes 

difficult. Sometimes the building is in use for their personal business needs. The 

snow this winter made outdoor shooting impossible.  He stated that at the very 

beginning there were 40 shooters will to practice and now they are at 23. He asks if 

their building accommodations are to blame for the drop in shooters.  Tom will 

meet on the 9th of May with the commissioners. Some of the Sturgis people are 

complaining about the building. He added that Colt® is willing to come along side 

of this endeavor. 

      lV.        Non – Ag Youth 

A. Michelle gave an overview of programming that has been accomplished this year. 

Middle school and high school kids the total reached this year was 557.  

A successful leadership day was help both in Newell and Spearfish.  Matt Marrs 

spoke about the Leadership day and the part he played there.  

B.  Matt also talked about the Master Gardener program. His Mother Anna Marrs is 

spearheading the Creekside community Gardens in Spearfish. Kristi Messner has 



agreed to help her with this.  The Crow Peak Valley Rangers 4-H club has work 

days planned to work in the garden. 

C. Matthew also said that the Food Pantry in Spearfish had a lot of meat that has 

been donated and no one takes is because they don’t know how to cook it. He 

would like to see a training happen that could teach about cooking wild game and 

other types of meat.  

D. Renee’ McAmis talked about Teens as teachers program, Career Development and 

how to help our members learn how 4-H can be a tool for getting on track to your 

career. Learning about the different awards, pins and achievements that can be 

learned early in their 4-H years would be beneficial to them as they consider 

planning for their future too.  She explained that just because they are town kids 

they can do other things such as Silent Auction at the fair. Show their 

accomplishments that way. She feels that 4-H has the stigma of cows and livestock 

verses the static projects that can be made and be just as proud of them. 

Adjourned at 7:48 pm 

Next meeting to be held in September TBD  


