
LAWRENCE CO. LEADERS ASSOCIATION REGULAR MEETING 
TUESDAY, Jan. 7, 2020 – 6:30 PM 

Community Hall, St.Onge SD 
 
Present: Michelle May, Raye Brown, Kindra Gordon, Roxie Tetrault, Mary Pochop, Kristi 
Eastman, Tara Olson, Barbara Jean Atchison 
 
Raye Brown called the meeting to order; Opened with 4-H and American pledges. 
 
Raye Brown read minutes from the last meeting, which was Sept. 26, 2019 at Whitewood, only 
Roxie and Michelle were present at that meeting, so no voting action was taken, but Friends of 
4-H were selected as Tractor Supply from Spearfish. Kristi M/Roxie 2nd, and minutes were 
approved. 
 
Michelle announced that July 28-Aug. 1, 2020 are the Fair Dates, and for 2021, which is the 
100th anniversary, Fair Board is looking at July 27-31. 
 
Roxie shared Treasurer’s Report: $1077.48 was spent for Recognition awards, Riley Newman 
received $200 reimbursement for his National Shooting Sports travel.  
 Balance stands at $5991.61 
 Michelle reported that Lawrence County also has $100 at the SDSU Foundation that is 

available for use. 
OLD BUSINESS 
A few moments were taken for introductions during this meeting. We also reviewed officers, 
which were renewed as the previous year (Raye as President, Roxie as Treasurer, Kindra as 
Secretary). We discussed Redwater Representatives (6 per county with 1 to 2 youth), as well as 
the importance of inviting new leaders to become involved. 
 to keep leaders informed, discussed that county office will send meeting agendas to all 

Lawrence County Leaders on the county email list prior to meetings, and will email out 
meeting minutes via county email list after meetings, as well as post to Butte-Lawrence 
website. 

 Next Redwater Meeting is Jan. 27 at 6 p.m. in Belle 
 
We discussed amounts given by Lawrence County Leaders for reimbursements to youth who 
participate in National 4-H events. Kindra shared that the Redwater Youth Leadership Fund, 
which hosts the fondue dinner at county fair, is also awarding travel scholarships for National 
events, specifically National Shooting Sports to Nebraska and Citizenship Washington Focus to 
DC. This decreases the out-of-pocket cost to youth. In 2019, 2 youth were awarded $1200 for 
CWF and 2 youth were awarded about $600 for Shooting Sports. In 2020, 3 youth applied and 
were selected to receive $1200 each for CWF. Applications for national shooting sports will be 
accepted later this spring.  
 A motion was made by Barbara Jean, 2nd by Kindra that Lawrence County keep 

reimbursements at same level as previous. Motion passed as follows:  



o For national 4-H trips where 4-H’ers incur own expense up to $500, they can 
apply to receive $50 from Lawrence Leaders. 

o For national 4-H trips where 4-H’ers incur own expense of $501 up to $1000, 
they can apply to receive $100 from Lawrence Leaders. 

o For national 4-H trips where 4-H’ers incur own expense over $1001, they can 
apply to receive $200 from Lawrence Leaders. 

 Kindra moved, Roxie seconded and motion passed to include the one page application 
form for these Lawrence County reimbursements, with a deadline of Sept. 30 annually, 
in the Butte-Lawrence Recognition Handbook. 

o Michelle will work to get a copy of the application form from Stephanie Crowley, 
and will route a draft of this one page with the January 2020 meeting minutes 

o Group discussed we will review and update this reimbursement policy annually. 
 

Discussion was held regarding the Shooting Sports awards presented at the Butte-Lawrence 
annual Recognition event. Notably, the awards presented are not equitable for both counties. 
 Barbara Jean made motion and Kristi seconded, with motion passing as follows to be 

discussed at Jan. 27 Redwater meeting: 
Lawrence County Leaders recommend if award criteria is not listed in the Butte-
Lawrence Recognition Handbook, then awards for that event or activity should not be 
presented at the Butte-Lawrence Recognition event. Suggest, they could be presented 
at their own county event instead. 

 
Discussed the continued need for new volunteers, especially on Committees. 

o Michelle suggested that personal invitations work well. Invite a 4-H parent or leader to 
attend 1 of the 4 Lawrence County Leader meetings through the year. 

o Kindra suggested that the County Office staff include a list of all of the committees and 
the duties and needs in the monthly 4-H newsletter, to give others an idea of where 
they might help and the time commitment expected. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Reviewed suggested changes to the Butte-Lawrence Award Recognition Handbook that were 
suggested by a committee that met in December. These changes will be presented at the Jan. 
27 Redwater meeting. Notable changes include: 

o County Special Project Award increase in point value. 
o Clarifying State Event Participant Awards to include: State Dog Show, State Robotics, 

State Livestock Exhibitor, State Public Presentations, State Fashion Review, State Special 
Foods, as well as State Shooting Sports, State Horse Show, State Rodeo, State Rangeland 
Days, and any State Judging Contest. (Essentially any state event that youth physically 
attend and compete at). 

o An award for top record book will be added, with scoring rubric criteria to be outlined in 
the County Award Recognition Handbook. Youth will receive 5 points for submitting a 
record book to be considered for the award, with winning books from each county, in 
each age division earning 10 extra points. 



o The State Key Award form is being updated and will follow exactly the State 4-H Key 
Award requirements, which are identified clearly on the application. (i.e. county 
leadership and citizenship awards must have been received in prior years to applying for 
Key Award and specific timelines and requirements for workshops). Discussion was held 
about the requirement of having “a published letter to the editor in a newspaper,” 
which is not the county 4-H newsletter or other newsletter. These requirements will be 
enforced by the County Awards Committee as they are set forth by the State Office. 

o Kindra requested an addition to the County Leadership Award, one of the criteria is that 
the 4-H’er must have a news article with a photo published. Kindra requested that the 
award form ask that this news article and photo be attached to the award application. 

o All updates to the Award Recognition Handbook will be made by county office staff 
and a draft will be routed for review to all Butte-Lawrence Leaders prior to the Jan. 27 
Redwater meeting, where the Handbook will be reviewed, finalized and approved. 

 
Michelle announced that the County Fair Board has made a directive to assign each 4-H Club to 
create a sign for a building at the County Fairgrounds. There is no criteria for the sign regarding 
size, materials, etc. A prize will be offered for what is deemed the “best” sign. More 
information on this should be coming to each club from the office or in the newsletter. 
 
Michelle announced there are some changes coming to the Consumer Decision Judging Contest 
from the State Office. She will be working to create new judging kits to meet these new criteria. 
Dates for county judging schools are being established: 
Kit 1: Feb. 24, Range Riders will host at St. Onge, Time TBD 
Kit 1: March 4, CPVR will host at Spearfish Chamber, Time 1:30 to 5 p.m.  

Also with Public Presentations 
Kit 2: March 16, Range Riders will host at St. Onge 
Kit 3: April 20, Range Riders will host at St. Onge 
*Watch the newsletter for more dates to be set. 
 
REMINDERS: 
 YQCA trainings continue to be mandatory to show livestock at county (and state) levels. 

Available online for $12, in-person class is $3. Watch newsletters for upcoming 
in=person class dates. 

 ALL ANIMALS must also be registered by June 1, 2020. There will be NO exceptions this 
year. 

 Pay attention to the monthly newsletters and office emails (Monday Minutes, Tuesday 
Tidings, etc.) to stay informed of important requirements and upcoming events. 

 Next Lawrence County Leaders meetings: May 5 at Spearfish, taco social; Sept. 15 at 
Whitewood. 

Roxie made motion, Kristi 2nd to adjourn. Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Kindra Gordon, 
 


