
                                                Butte-Lawrence County Fair     

                                             P.O. Box 1324  Spearfish, SD  57783

                                         Minutes of the September 2018 meeting       

Present:   Jodie Severson, Sheryl Pittman, Ida Marie Snorteland, Clair Donovan, Tom 
Mackey, Chad Mackaben  Absent:   Tristan Clements, Jody Schenk, Karrol Herman, Richard 
Sleep                                                         President Jodie Severson called the meeting to order.                            

Minutes of the August 2018 meeting were reviewed.One correction noted.  M/2nd to approve as 
corrected; carried.                                                                                                                                                                       
Treasurers report not present.  It was reported we had recieved the $10,000 from Lawrence 
County and there has been no word from the Farm Bureau.          

Old Business:                                                                                                                                                                      

The September meeting is the month when the board encourages people to share their kudos, 
complaints, ideas and thoughts about the fair.  The following are what was shared at the meeting.                                                           
A chief concern was the staff manning the office; rudeness, not knowing what was happening 
when, not announcing events over the speaker system.  Other topics were:  inconsistent animal 
release times, overflowing trash by the barns, kids riding their bikes all over and especially down 
by the barns, electricity needs to be on all week, not Wed-Sat, charging $50 for tent camping was 
too much,  picking up and putting away items on Saturday at 4:00 p.m., mowing, more actyivities 
in evenings and Sat, have the Fair Boards members identifiable somehow (maybe by shirts??)  
have a table of contents in the fairbook,  Fair Board should discuss things with 4-H and leaders, 
need more volunteers, parking is a big issue, better use of media, newsletter, Facebook, etc,  use 
the FFA groups.

Positive comments?  Kids were having fun and everyone thought it was good the No Smoking 
issue was being addressed.  Smoking was an issue at the barn area during show, etc.

A class about recycling and having recepticles available was discussed.                                

It was reported that Levi Connery was interested in putting on some type of event on Saturday 
morning of the fair.  This would be another "draw" for the fair.    

Jack Johnson said he will dig up cottonwoods from Leon Miner after the leaves fall and replant 
them on the fairgrounds.  M/2nd to plant at least ten (10) trees on the west side of the arena; 
carried.                                 

New Business:      

Please note!  We have a new address!  B/L County Fair Board  PO Box 1324  Spearfish, SD  
57783.         

The master plan of the fairgrounds is outdated.  Kristi McCoy has offered to draw up a current 
layout of the grounds and buildings.  Sheryl will get a copy of the current layout to Michelle.

Fair dates were briefly discussed.  No change in dates for next year.  The fair will be the week 



before the rally as it has been the past 2 years.

Todd Youngberg shared his concerns aobut the yearly mandatory training that is currently 
required before 4-H members can show an animal.  Tom offered to watch the video and share the 
information with the other board members.  This training is required by the YQCA (Youth for 
Quality Care of Animals).

Fair board received a thank you card from one of the entertainers, Mark Mowry.  Even though he 
didn't have much of a crowd, he stated he had a good time and would gladly come back another 
time!

LaDawn Hespe said she would help put the fair book together this year.  We need a couple more 
people to tackle this project.  Looking for volunteers!!

After much confusion, Chad Mackaben offered to pick up the key to the bank before our monthly 
meetings!

Next meeting to be Monday, October 1, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. at the First Interstate Bank in Belle 
Fourche.

M/2nd to adjourn; carried.  Meeting adjourned.

Sheryl Pittman, Secretary

                                                                                              


